LESSON 8


MONEY


Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9
I. Text and Context

There is an interesting structure that the Teacher used when writing this portion of Ecclesiastes. Often times an author will use a chiastic structure in order to highlight a main theme or show how a portion of Scripture is meant to be together. Here is the chiastic outline of this portion of Scripture. 


A    People who cannot be satisfied (5:8-12)



B    People who cannot enjoy (5:13-17)




C What is good (5:18-19)





D Enjoy the moment (5:20)




C’ What is bad (6:1-2)



B’    People who cannot enjoy (6:3-6)


A’   People who cannot be satisfied (6:7-9)

This portion of Scripture contains instruction using 4 proverbs, reflection and anecdote, and two more proverbs to summarize the section in 6:7-9. 

II. Theme and Goal
The key word in this section is God and what is taught is “the secret of life held out to us is openness to him: a readiness to take what comes to us as heaven-sent, whether it is toil or wealth or both” 1. Compared to other portions of Ecclesiastes God is mentioned a lot here (6x) and the key emphasis is God being the great giver and sustainer of all things. 
The main theme of this passage is:  instead of pursuing wealth, enjoy God’s daily gifts. 

In the 3rd century BC many Jews were eager to get involved in the highly aggressive merchant economy of Palestine that began in Egypt and extended throughout Palestine. Here the Teacher warns against pursuing wealth and instead challenges the first listeners (and us) to enjoy God’s daily gifts with a spirit of contentment. 
III. Ways to preach and teach Christ from this passage



A. Longitudinal themes:     The themes of enjoying God’s good gifts and the warnings against pursuing wealth are found throughout the Old and New testaments (Exodus 20:17, Isaiah 5:8-9, Proverbs 23:4-5, Proverbs 28:22). Paul writes about the great gain we have in finding contentment and depending on God to provide everything we need for our enjoyment (I Tim 6:6-10,17).  


B. Analogy:
Jesus often warned against pursuing wealth (Matt 6:;24) and storing up wealth and possessions for oneself (Luke 12: 15-21). In the parable of the sower the “lure of wealth” is seen as something that can choke out the Word of God. Jesus taught his disciples not to worry about food and drink. The implication is that instead of worrying about food and drink we should rely on God and enjoy his good gifts every day. 



C. NT references:
Philippians 4:4,7 and 12-13 speak to the common theme of contentment.

     IV. Meaning and Application

This passage of Scripture speaks to the universal problem of man wanting to acquire more and more wealth. The Teacher warns against pursuing wealth.

A) Those who pursue wealth will not be satisfied. 

In 5:8 the Teacher begins with the poor and speaks of the violation of justice and what is right. The Teacher says if we see the oppression of the poor and injustice we should not be amazed. Why? “Because the high official is watched by a higher”. There is so much corruption in government we should not be amazed when we see a violation of justice.  With that as a background, why the warning against pursuing wealth?  Here the pursuit of wealth also violated justice. If the land would have been restored to its proper use the poor would have been provided for. 
In 5:11 a common condition is described. When goods increase so do the number of consumers. When people become rich they need to hire more people to help them take care of their riches and lifestyle. Not only is there no gain for the one who acquires great wealth…….the riches are also a liability according to vs. 12. The rich worry and are consumed with thinking about their wealth and possessions. 

The Teacher gives three reasons why people who pursue wealth will not be satisfied:

1. Those who pursue money will not be satisfied with money

2. When goods increase so do those who eat them

3. The abundance of the rich will not let them sleep or rest

Vs. 8 says the poor amazingly have an advantage over the wealthy. 6:9 says the poor live by the sight of their eyes and they are content with what they have. 

B) It is evil when people do not enjoy their life. 

In 5:13 it is described as a grievous ill when parents of children keep their riches to their hurt….they kept their riches and did not enjoy them.  This is similar to the rich fool in Luke 12:15-21 who built bigger barns only to lose it in an evening. 

In verse 17 it says the rich person who pursues wealth and hoards it “eat in darkness”. In those days eating was a societal and communal event.  However, for the rich, their friends have left them and they have lost everything. They are alone. There is no joy in their life….no communion with others. They might as well be dead. The Teacher uses many words to describe the painful consequences of a wasted life: vexation, sickness, resentment.

In chapter 6 another rich man is described. God has given this person wealth, possessions, and even honor. This one has a hundred children and lives many years. But, despite all the tangible visible blessings, God does not enable this person to enjoy what he has. In 5:19 God is able to help rich people enjoy their wealth here in 6:2 it says God does not enable the rich to enjoy their wealth. 

How can a stillborn child be described as being better off than a rich man with a long life?  A stillborn child comes and goes before experiencing the harsh realities of life. Yet the “rich man has a long life yet it is a life without enjoyment which is far worse than no life at all.” 2
C) We are to enjoy God’s daily gifts

The contrast between spending our time pursuing and trying to acquire possessions is contrasted with the goal of starting each day with the desire to enjoy what God has given us. The Teacher shows us that we do not need to be rich to find something to enjoy each day. Wealth itself is not evil….it is a gift from God. But wealth as an end in itself is a “sickening evil”. 

     In summary, both here and in the New Testament we are given two choices on how to go through life. We can work for food that perishes or for food that endures for eternal life which God will give to us (John 6:27). If we strive for the kingdom of God God will give us food and drink and whatever we need to live on this earth. Spending our life pursuing wealth is not only a waste of our brief time on earth but will also lead to disaster. 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. Many, if not most of us, would probably say we have no problem with money and are not consumed with the acquisition of money. Here the Teacher highlights the ability to rest, the ability to receive and be content with what God has given us daily, and the ability to find joy in our current status in life as three indicators that money is not problematic for us. As you look at your life right now how are you doing with regard to these three indicators?
2. God is presented as the one who can give us joy in whatever station of life we are in. For most of us we have to acknowledge that compared to the rest of the world we are wealthy. How has God given you joy as you have sought first His Kingdom rather than building your own kingdom?

3. Why do you think Ecclesiastes (and the rest of Scripture) talks about money and wealth almost more than any other topic?  How does the gospel message free us from being driven to acquire?

4. Some who are “middle class” would say this passage does not apply to them. Is it possible to still have a problem with money even if one does not have a large bank account?  How?

5. How does our hoarding and storing up money tie in to a lack of justice?
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