 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LESSON 2

NO GAIN FROM ALL OUR TOIL

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

I. 
Text and context      What key question is asked in verse 3?
II. 
Theme and goal

The key “qualifier” regarding “gaining nothing from our work” is the phrase “under the sun”. What do you think that means?  What might the author be comparing?

III. 
Ways to preach and teach Christ


A. Redemptive-Historical progression:


    What difference does the coming of Christ make with regards to the issue of work?

    What did Paul teach in 1 Corinthians 15:58?


B. Analogy:
What did Jesus say about acquiring earthly possessions? ( Matt 16:26, John 6:27)


C. Longitudinal themes:     How did the Fall into sin change work?  How does redemption and restoration in Christ change work again?


D. NT references:
Is there any other place in the NT that refers to the futility in the world and the temporary, vapor like nature of life?


E. Contrast:
 

IV. 
Meaning and application

Is this text relevant for today?  How does the culture’s emphasis on accumulation of wealth and possessions impacted the church?


1. Life on this earth is very brief
[vanity / vapor/ breath]….here today, gone tomorrow. (James 4:14)


2. Life on earth is not only brief……it is also transitory and elusive. You cannot hold onto it. 


3. Apart from God, we gain nothing from all our toil (Matt 16:26)


4. vs. 10…..the Teacher anticipates an objection to his claim that there is nothing new under the sun.

In what sense is there “nothing new” being done today?


5. Vs. 11….What does this verse say about the striving to be remembered in the future?


6. Is there nothing to be gained from our life on the earth? Nothing left over when we die?  

Apart from Christ:

Our lives gain us nothing……all in vain

In and through Christ:

if we are “rich towards God” and “store up treasures in heaven” and “serve God”.


*toil for the Lord / labor for the Lord does have value:

a) 
Brings glory to God and exalts Jesus Christ on earth

b) 
Brings fruit that lasts…..spiritual fruit

c) 
Reflects proper use of God-given talents

d) 
God will reward us….we will give all back to God in honor and glory

e) 
Gives example to next generation of faithful use of God given gifts

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. 
In what ways is it easy for a Christian to follow the values of this world and be pre-occupied with money and pursuit of material things?  In what ways do you see signs in your life or your families life of being “far from God but close to the marketplace?”

2. 
How does knowing that life is transitory and pursuing money and material things a ‘vain” pursuit help you live in a broken, sinful world with ambition and hard work rather than with despair and inactivity?
3. 
In and through Christ our work has meaning, value, and can produce lasting fruit. How can you work hard and even hope to gain a profit in your business without “setting your heart on“ your money or even on the dream of being successful?
      4. What difference has your relationship with Jesus Christ made on how you work and how you rest?

