LESSON 15

REMEMBER AND REJOICE

Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:8         Jan. 4, 2012
I. Text and Context
The two main commands in this passage are “rejoice” and “remember”. The calls to rejoice and the reality of death are found in this section of Scripture. The Teacher began this book with a poem about the unending cycles of nature and now closes the book with a poem on the ending of human life. There are several imperatives or commands in this passage;  Rejoice, follow, know, banish, and  put away. Several key words are highlighted by repetition: rejoice, desire of eyes, remember, and youth. 

II. Theme and Goal
The two main commands are to “rejoice while you are young” (11:9) and “remember your creator in the days of your youth” (12:1).  The dominant command is to rejoice which is reinforced by four more imperatives.  The command to remember seems to be given to support the command to rejoice in your Creator. People ought to remember their Creator in order to rejoice. This is not a new command for Ecclesiastes. The new aspect here is it is aimed primarily at young people who need to remember and rejoice before old age overtakes them. Therefore, the theme can be summarized as follows;


Before it is too late, remember your Creator in order to truly enjoy life. 
III. Ways to preach and teach Christ from this passage



A. Analogy:
Jesus calls us “blessed” and urges us to “rejoice and be glad” (Matt 5:12). We remember God by praying daily and by obeying his law (Matt 7:21). The message of the Teacher is also similar to the message of the apostle Paul (Phil 4:4-7). 


B. Contrast:
The Teacher in Ecclesiastes says that when we die we go to our eternal home (12:7) which is the grave. In the Teacher’s conception when God takes back life-breath human life ends. Progressive revelation reveals that the soul survives death (Luke 23:43, John 14:2-3, 2 Cor 5:1).


C. Redemptive-historical progression/longitudinal themes:  
In Paradise, God walked with Adam and Eve and they rejoiced in his presence and the gifts of companionship and managing the garden. God saved his people from slavery in Egypt and instituted the Passover as a way for his people to remember and rejoice (Exod 12:14, Deut 6:6-9, Num 15:39-40). When the people of Israel entered Canaan God gave them more signs so that people would remember his salvation (e.g. 12 stones from the Jordan, Samuel setting up a stone named Ebenezer). In the fullness of time God did what he promised in Zechariah 9:9 when he gave his only son to save people from their sin. Jesus taught that by remembering Jesus through keeping his commandments our joy would be complete (John 15:5,10,11). We are also called to remember and rejoice in God’s saving work and the death of Jesus Christ his son (Rev 19:6-7). Until Jesus comes again we remember him through obeying his commands, celebrating the Lords Supper, and remembering his presence with us ( Matt 28:20).
  IV. Meaning and Application
    
The key need in people that is addressed in this portion of Scripture is that often man does not find true joy and rejoice because they do not sufficiently remember their Creator.  It is easy to forget God…..especially when we are satisfied with self and have many blessings. Deuteronomy 8:9-12 is a classic passage where God warns about the danger of forgetting God amidst prosperity.  In 11:7 the Teacher says that life is good and you want to enjoy it as much as possible. Even if God gives you many years you should rejoice in all of those years. Especially as you remember that death is coming we should be motivated to rejoice all the more today. As one commentator said “the young man should enjoy his life already in his youth, not because he can no longer do so in old age, but because in old age he can never make up for the pleasures lost in youth and because it is not certain that he will get old at all” 1

We are called to rejoice while remembering that God will bring us into judgement (11:9)  We are accountable to God for what we do. We are called to “responsible pleasure”. The judgement of God directs our pleasure…..enjoyment is a gift from God. As Seow comments “human beings are supposed to enjoy life to the full because that is their divinely appointed portion, and God calls one into account for failure to enjoy” 2. In other words, God will judge us on whether we have sufficiently enjoyed his gifts. There is a passage in the Jewish Talmud which says “Everyone must give account before God of all good things one saw in life and did not enjoy”. 

What keeps us from enjoying the gifts God has given us? Vs. 10…..anxiety does. Anxiety has the power to undermine and prevent us from joyful living.  Here the Teacher calls us to banish anxiety from the mind. Physical pain can also prevent joyful living so the Teacher commands us to “put away pain from the body”. 


In order to truly rejoice we must remember our Creator (12:1). We must remember our Creator so that you may really rejoice when you are young. Notice the Teacher does not say “Remember God” but “remember your Creator”. The Teacher wants to emphasize the God who has given us everything. Our Creator has made us and given us life. God our Creator has given us wisdom, knowledge, and joy (2:26), possessions and the joy in using them (5:19). 


Why the emphasis on remembering and rejoicing when you are young?  It is easy, when we are young, to be self-centered and think only about ourselves. It is also easy to think you will have many more years to come to “get serious about God”’. To “remember” your Creator involves:


*to put him to mind day to day

*to remember what your Creator has done for you and to act on this knowledge


*developing a lifestyle in which God as Creator and Sustainer are central

The Teacher says the days are coming when it will be difficult to remember and rejoice. What will make it difficult?



*days when your body will be full of pain (11:10)




*days of darkness that involve many setbacks (sickness, problems with kids, death of friends)


Verses 3-6 describe the process of getting old which finally concludes with “and desire fails” or, in Hebrew literally, “the caperberry fails”. The caperberry was thought to stimulate the appetite. Eventually, in old age, nothing can stimulate the appetite for food, Death is coming closer and desire is diminished. 


In verse 6 we must remember before “the silver cord is snapped and the golden bowl is broken”. Human life is compared to a precious lamp hangind from a silver cord. Silver and gold….life is precious. Suddenly the cord snaps and the bowl pours out its oil…..life has ended. Young people often think they will automatically have a long life and they are immortal. Here and throughout Ecclesiastes the Teacher says life is fleeting and like a vapor. From the NT perspective we know of the eternal life to come and the joy of heaven. But the fact that we have life after death should not lead us to waste this life on earth or live a joyless life. Jesus commands us to “rejoice and be glad” even in an evil age and even when being persecuted (Matt 5:21). 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS:
1. We are called to remember God our Creator through obeying his commands, celebrating his salvation, and enjoying his presence. How do each of these help us remember God as our Creator?
2. The Teacher says our remembering of God our Creator will lead us to rejoicing and being full of joy. How have you seen these two things connected?
3. As we have studied in Ecclesiastes, there are many things which can cause us to live joy-less lives right now. Fear is one thing. Excessive desire to control is another. Here the Teacher emphasizes anxiety as stealing our joy. How does remembering and rejoicing in what God has done cut the joylessness out of our heart and give us hearts that can rejoice?

4. Do you ever think you will be held accountable and in judgment someday for not having enough joy or celebrating in the good things God has given you?
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