LESSON 12

ENJOY LIFE



Ecclesiastes 9:1-12           Nov. 9, 2011
I. Text and Context

Ecclesiastes 8 ends with the verse “I saw all the work of God, that no one can find out what is happening under the sun”. In chapter 9 the theme of the inscrutability of God is continued. The Teacher continues to struggle with the idea that the wicked and the righteous seem to have the same fate (9:2). The Teacher recommends that given the inevitability and apparent finality of death we must learn to enjoy life.  In this portion of Scripture the Teacher uses strong imperatives and elaborate words to describe how we should enjoy life. Verses 7-10 are the key section of this teaching unit that has synonymous parallelism:


Eat

your bread

with enjoyment


Drink

your wine

with a merry heart


Enjoy

life


with the wife you love

The key imperatives are found with the following words:  Go, Eat, Drink. Enjoy, and Do

II. Theme and Goal
This is the 6th time the Teacher commands his listeners to enjoy life. We find a chiastic structure in this passage which helps us determine the authors overall goal:

A. We all die, and the dead have nothing (vs. 1-6)


B. 
Enjoy to the fullest the days God gives you  (vs. 7-10)

A’
Life is unpredictable, and death can strike us unexpectedly (vs. 11-12)

   During this time Israel was facing great economic boom. Production was valued more than human relationships. In many respects it was a very dehumanizing time period. It is against this background that the Teacher urges his readers:

In view of the certainty of death, we must enjoy to the fullest the days God gives us. 

III. Ways to preach and teach Christ from this passage

A. Analogy:
Verse 9a is very similar to Jesus teaching in John 2:1-11. Jesus also taught us to enjoy the work that God has given us to do (John 9:4)
B. Redemptive-Historical progression:
This theme of enjoying life to the fullest certainly is a theme that began in Paradise but was changed by the Fall into sin.  The joy of eating, drinking, marriage, and work changed after the curse for our sin. Work involved the “sweat of the brow” and marriage involved mutual attempts to dominate and refusal to serve and submit. Yet, the redemptive story is that God brings his people into a place or provision and rest (Canaan, Christ, glory). Israel’s sin led to exile yet God in his grace brought them back and promised rich provision for them (Isaiah 65:17-21). In Christ we see that death is not the end….there is life beyond death. The obligation to enjoy the life and blessings God gives us here still remains. Jesus himself came “eating and drinking” and provided wine for wedding guests to enjoy (John 2) and bread for the masses (John 6). When Jesus ascended into heaven he poured out the Holy Spirit who made true joy possible for us. The first church at Pentecost was filled with “glad and generous hearts” (Acts 2:46). In heaven we will be given permission to once again eat of the tree of life (Rev. 2:7).    
C. Contrast:
The Teacher says we do not know if our experiences in life are because of God’s love or hate (9:1). This is in contrast to the NT teaching on God’s love (John 3:16, 1 John 4:9, Romans 8:39, I Cor 11:32, Heb 12:5-11). The Teachers mostly negative view of death is also in sharp contrast with Jesus’ teaching on the resurrection and the life (John 11:25-26, Phil 1:23, John 14). 

  IV. Meaning and Application

The need addressed here is the reality that many people go through life with very little joy. Some are anxious about the economy….others are anxious about their health. Anxiety can eat away at the joy that life can give. In chapters 7-8 the Teacher has been struggling with the fate of the righteous and wicked and reaches the conclusion that no one can understand the ways of God completely. No matter how much the righteous suffer on earth in the end they must rest in the truth that their deeds are in the hand of God. When the righteous suffer it is a perplexing yet consoling thought that the deeds of the righteous and wicked are in God’s hands. 


In verse 4 the Teacher says there are advantages to being alive. “A living dog is better than a dead lion”. In the ancient Near East a dog was not like the household pets we have. Perhaps they would be more like what we have in Thailand….scavenger street dogs. We might think of a rat as a comparison to today. In contrast the lion was admired as the king of the animal world. The Teacher is saying that even a dog’s life is better than death. ….even a miserable life is better than death for the living still have hope. The living“know” they will die but the dead know nothing. 


It is into this dark background of death that the Teacher begins teaching about enjoying life. Starting in verse 7 the Teacher gives 5 imperatives about enjoying life. 


A] GO

The Teacher commands us to embrace and enjoy life before it is too late. 


B] EAT

Enjoy the food that God has given you…..enjoy the variety of food and thinking how God has




given you such good gifts


C] DRINK
The point is not that God is commanding all to drink wine but that we should enjoy the drinks 




God has given us. For that location and day wine was the primary drink. Today we may 



compare it to coffee or tea.  (Psalm 104:15, 1 Tim 4:4)

D] ENJOY
Vs 8 speaks of white garments. White garments and oil were symbols of joy. Jesus taught his 


disciples to use oil on their heads even when fasting so that fasting would not become a public 


display (Matt 6:16-18, Luke 7:46). In verse 9 we are commanded to enjoy life with the wife that 


God has given us. Ecclesiastes 9 contrasts the ascetic tendency that thinks that true 



spirituality must involve shunning good created things (e.g. food, wine, sex) rather than 



enjoying these things with thanksgiving.

E] DO

In vs. 10, the Teacher says whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might. Psalm 6:5 


and 30:9 teach the same. If you have a chance to do something, do it now because you never 


know what the future will bring. Hard work and enjoying work is part of the joy of living. 



Purposeful work should be a source of joy to us. 

The Teacher returns at the end of this passage to the unpredictability of life. 



*race not to the swift



*battle not to the strong



*bread not to the wise, riches to the intellect, favor to the skillful

Why are there so many exceptions to our expectations?  Vs. 11 answers that. “time and chance” which literally means “time and an incident” or a “timely incident”. We may call this an accident today. There are so many exceptions to our expectations on how normal life should progress because we are not in control. Runners trip when running…..the strong can be outsmarted….the rich can face economic failure…..intelligent people can lose their jobs. Life is unpredictable. The Teacher says that because life is unpredictable and because death is certain we must enjoy life all the more that God gives us. Even though the NT teaches about life after death and the joy of heaven that does not change the fact that we are called and commanded to enjoy the blessings that God gives us here right now on earth. 

If we do not enjoy the simple gifts that God gives us today on earth we dishonor the Giver. Our enjoyment of the gifts of food, drink, work, activity are ways we express gratitude to God. It is because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we can begin to live as God intended from the very beginning of time (I Cor 10:31). Unfortunately, for much of the time we waste our time with meaningless pursuits or assuming we had endless days on earth. All of us should live daily saying “This is the day the Lord has made, lt us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24)
APPLICATION QUESTION:
1. What are some ways you have obeyed the imperatives (A-E) above?

2. What are some reasons why you think we cannot find joy in the context of knowing that death is inevitable and we are not in control of our lives?

3. How does the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the hope we have in heaven actually increase our ability to enjoy life here on earth?

