 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ECCLESIASTES:  Living with purpose and joy in a world of vanity

I. 
Primary goals of studying Ecclesiastes

A. 
Understand the historical background of Ecclesiastes and how the message applies to today

B. 
Understand and treasure how Christ is exalted in Ecclesiastes and where Ecclesiastes fits in the redemptive-historical story of Scripture. 

C. 
Understand the unique characteristics of wisdom literature and how that helps us interpret the message of Ecclesiastes. 

D. 
Grow in confidence in using Ecclesiastes as you counsel and share the gospel with others. 

E. 
Grow in adoration and obedience to God as the message of Ecclesiastes is understood and applied. 

II. 
Weekly text and themes

       WEEK #


THEME





          TEXT

1 (9/14)

Overview of Ecclesiastes



Preaching and teaching Christ from Ecclesiastes


2 (9/28)

There is no gain from all your work


Ecclesiastes 1:1-11


3 (10/5)

Searching for meaning in a world of vanity

Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:26


4 (10/12)
God determines the times



Ecclesiastes 3:1-15


5 (10/19)
Working in a wicked world



Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:6


6 (10/26)
Working together




Ecclesiastes 4:7-16


7 (11/2)

Worship 





Ecclesiastes 5:1-7


8 (11/9)

Money






Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9


9 (11/16)
Handling adversity




Ecclesiastes 6:10-7:14


10 (11/30)
Living in a paradoxical world



Ecclesiastes 7:15-29


11 (1/4)

Using wisdom





Ecclesiastes 8:1-17


12 (1/11)
Enjoying life to the fullest



Ecclesiastes 9:1-12


13 (1/18)
The danger of folly




Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20


14 (2/1)

Risks and godly ambition



Ecclesiastes 11:1-6


15 (2/8)

Remember and rejoice




Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:8


16 (2/15)
Godly fear and obedience



Ecclesiastes 12:9-14

LESSON 1

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

I. 
OVERALL THEME

Fear God in order to turn a vain, empty life into a meaningful life which will allow you to enjoy the good gifts God has given you. God is both good and generous and, as the focal point of life, makes life coherent and fulfilling. 

II. 
VALUE OF ECCLESIASTES

A. 
Encourages us to consider the value of this life and how to live “under the sun”. It is a theology that helps us “navigate the turbulent waters of living these days in reverence to God” 1
B. 
Helps us learn how to address and speak to many of the problems of living in a secular society. 


*balancing work and rest
*investments and giving

*pleasure


*relationships


*loneliness


*injustice


*finding meaning

III. 
DIFFICULTIES OF ECCLESIASTES

A. 
The nature of wisdom literature:  Tends to reflect and meditate on practical experience and makes observations of both the natural and human worlds. Wisdom literature has several key themes that are found in all of the wisdom literature of Scripture:

*tragedy of the Fall into sin and the result of needing to live in a broken world

*vanity of life

*joy and frustration of living in a broken world

*importance of knowing and living in the fear of God

B. 
Relation of Ecclesiastes to redemptive history:  Wisdom literature often does not list the mighty acts of God or give us narrative history of God at work. Instead, wisdom literature is a “theology of the redeemed man living in the world under God’s rule” 2. We can, however, find key themes of redemptive history in Ecclesiastes:

*Sovereignty of God (3:14, 8:17)

*God has set the times for everything (3:1-8)

*Human beings created with dignity and with a purpose (7:29, 12:13)

*God’s curse on the world and the consequences of sin (5:2, 1:15, 3:20, 7:20, 8:11)

C. 
Wisdom literature like Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes often do not spell out clearly great themes of biblical history like the exodus, covenant, and conquest of Canaan. They rarely speak of God’s role as deliverer and lawgiver. This does not mean that God is absent from Ecclesiastes (12:1, 11:5, 12:7, 7:14, 5:19, 9:7, 5:4, 3:14)

D. 
Contradictions:  One of the difficulties in reading, interpreting, and teaching Ecclesiastes is the apparent contradictions and, at times, what sounds to be counsel that is at odds with the rest of Scripture. 

*being dead is better than being alive (4:2)……being alive is better than being dead (9:4)

*8:12-13 compared to 8:14

Contradictions occur often in wisdom literature (ie. Proverbs 26:4-5) because wisdom literature struggles with the complexity of life. Raymond Van Leeuwen summarizes this well when he says “rather than forcing us to erase or harmonize the “contradictions” biblical wisdom invites us to ponder the nuances and complexities of life….it invites us to become wise”3 (emphasis mine). 

E. 
Common complaints with regards to Ecclesiastes

-Ecclesiastes seems to be “anti-wisdom” at times
(1:17…..applied heart to know wisdom/striving after wind)

-Ecclesiastes comes across as being pessimistic at times (2:23  all days full of sorrow and vexation)

-Ecclesiastes seems “too worldly” in the counsel given  (2:24   nothing better than to eat, drink, and find joy in work)

IV. 
AUTHORSHIP


A. Traditional viewpoint:    King Solomon is the author [ Kaiser, Garrett]



Internal evidence to support Solomon as author

a. 
Ecc 1:1

Son of David, king of Jerusalem  (10th cent BC)

b. 
Ecc 1:16
Wisdom surpassing all else

c. 
Ecc 2:4

Great works…great gardens

d. 
Ecc 2:1-9
Great and surpasses all before me


B. Alternative viewpoint:      Writer uses nickname Qohelet to associate self with Solomon while retaining 
distance from Solomon  [ Luther, Young, Longman, Kidner]



Evidence to support this position

a. 
Solomon never mentions self as author unlike Proverbs

b. 
Form of Hebrew used points to a later date of authorship

c. 
“Son of David” could be anyone in the line of David (ie. Matt 1:20)

d. 
The themes addressed describe conditions in Israel between 350-250 BC.

*People living in proximity to Jerusalem and the temple

*Original recipients pre-occupied with money……many terms from commercial world

*Pre-occupied with thoughts about the fragility of life, death, social status, and inheritance

*time of misery and vanity (1:2-11), splendor of Solomon’s age was gone (1:12-2:26), time of death for Israel (3:1-15), injustice and violence present (4:1-3), heathen tyranny (5:7, 9-19), death preferred to life (7:1).

*Tendency is to date this book post-exilic….many commentators believe it was written around 250-225 BC (Kidner, Whybray, Crenshaw)    518 BC return from exile

*”Since the deportation of Israel in the 6th century BC by which the nation was forced into exile, profound changes had occurred in the people’s religious outlook. They still worshipped the same God their fathers worshipped, but their God-concept became more impersonal” 4

Does it matter?  Ecclesiastes 12:11 and Psalm 28:9 claim that all wisdom comes from God the Great Shepherd above. All of Ecclesiastes is part of the inspired Word of God and can be received as authoritative despite not knowing for sure if Solomon is or is not the author. 

V. 
GENRE

Sidney Greidanus helps us see how Ecclesiastes is wisdom literature that includes the following forms: 5

A. Reflection:    contemplation often in the first person that includes an observation that may be followed by 
sayings or proverbs (e.g. 1:12-18)


B. Proverb:
states a general truth about life but does not cover every situation…..states a truth that is 
larger than one case but not large enough to include every case. (e.g. 10:12). They often transcend a single 
situation but cannot be applied to every situation at every time. 


C. Instruction:
teaching designed to persuade reader toward or away from a course of behavior or thought. 
(e.g. 5:1-2)


D. Autobiographical Narrative: First person description of personal experience (1:12-2:26, 7:23-29)


E. Anecdote:  Third person short story to illustrate truth or principle (e.g. 9:13-15)


F. Metaphor:
figure of speech in which a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object or idea is used 
in place of another by way of suggesting a likeness or analogy. (e.g. 12:6)


G. Allegory:
Extended metaphor  (e.g. 12:3-4)

VI. 
STRUCTURE

 Bookends of Ecclesiastes (1:2, 12:8)……(1:3-11, 12:1-7)       Literary patterns in Ecclesiastes

*repetition of all is vanity (38x), frequent use of good/goodness (58x) and 6-fold encouragement to fear God (3:14, 5:7, 7:18, 8:12-13 [3x], 12:13)

VII. 
KEY WORDS/ PHRASES

A. 
Hebrew word “hebel” which is often translated “vanity” occurs 38 times and can have a range of meaning that includes futile, empty, senseless, sorry, transient. 

B. 
Under the sun (28x)…..context of the world

C. 
Striving after the wind (7x)

D. 
I perceive / I said in my heart / I gave my heart to consider……fear of the Lord leads to the ability to have perspective and reason what the world is like and how we should live under the curse of sin. 

E. 
Fear God (see above)…..necessity of fearing God in a broken world.

VIII. 
TEACHING AND PREACHING CHRIST FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT


On the road to Emmaus (Luke 24) Jesus opened up the eyes of the disciples to see that all of the Old Testament spoke about him. Every text points to and is fulfilled in Christ. How do we move from the Old Testament to the New Testament and to today without compromising the intended meaning of Scripture?

SIDNEY GREIDANUS


1. Redemptive-Historical progression

Creation/Fall/Israel/Prophets/Jesus incarnation/Jesus’ life








death, resurrection, ascension, session, return, glorification


2. Promise-fulfillment



Promises of the OT fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s coming


3. Typology




Events/persons/institutions that function of types and 







foreshadow Jesus Christ as the great Antitype


4. Analogy




Parallels between the teachings of the OT and Jesus Christ. 






(Ex. Ecc 2:18-19 and Matthew 6:19)


5. Longitudinal themes



Themes that can be traced from the OT right through the NT 






(example: fearing God)


6. New Testament reference


OT portions of Scripture directly quoted or referenced in the 






NT


7. Contrast




Contrast between the OT and the NT (ex. Ecc 1:3, 2:18 and I 






Cor 15:58)

DR. TIM KELLER (Redeemer PCA, NYC)


1. Theme resolution

(ie. image of God, kingdom, Sabbath rest, judgment, justice)


2. Law reception

(impossibility of keeping the law apart from Christ)


3. Story completion

(life through death, triumph through weakness)


4. Symbol fulfillment

(Passover, bronze snake, prophet, priest, king, sacrifices, temple)

Dr. SINCLAIR FERGUSON

1. 
Relationship between promise and fulfillment

2. 
Relationship between type and antitype

3. 
Relationship between covenant and Christ

4. 
Proleptic participation and subsequent realization

OTHERS

1. 
A PROBLEM that only Christ can solve (curse, inability to keep the law, alienation from God)

2. 
A PROMISE that only Christ can fulfill (blessing, God with us)

3. 
A NEED that only Christ can meet (salvation from judgment, life beyond death)

4. 
A PATTERN or theme that only comes to resolution in Christ (kingdom, rest)

5. 
A STORY that only comes to its conclusion through Christ (people of God, creation-fall-redemption-consummation)

6. 
A PERSON who prefigures an aspect of who Christ will be or what Christ will do (Joseph, Moses, David)

7. 
An EVENT or SYMBOL that pictures an aspect of who Christ will be or what he will do (ark, exodus, sacrifice)

8. 
A REVELATION of the pre-incarnate Christ (wrestling with Jacob, commander of the Lords army)

1 
Provan, Ecclesiastes, 42.

2 
Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom, 142.

3 
Van Leeuwen, A Complete Literary Guide to the Bible, 266.

4 
Loader, Ecclesiastes, 11.

5 
Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes, 12-15.

