Christian ambition
     
In its purest form, ambition is the desire to use our God-given gifts for the utmost to the glory of God. God created us with the desire to create, develop, produce, and cultivate. Prior to sin’s arrival Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden in a way that reflected their relationship with God and the attributes of God. They labored in the gardens and were faithful in fruitful work using their gifts and talents in cultivating the garden and exercising dominion. Therefore, biblical ambition is rooted in the creation mandate. Because of our creation in the image of God we will desire to work hard, to create, to cultivate, to develop. As Dave Harvey says, “ambition was originally noble because it expressed an instinct to produce for the glory of God” (Rescuing Ambition for the workplace, p. 2). 

     
When sin entered the world, ambition changed. Adam and Eve’s hearts were corrupted by sin and their priorities became disordered. Instead of desiring to glorify and submit to God they desired to be “like God” and be gods themselves. Instead of being ambitious and working hard for the glory of God they worked hard and were ambitious to exercise control over others and to exalt themselves and exercise independence from God. Our natural ambition, because of our union with Adam in the fall, is to use ambition to “replace God and enthrone self” (Harvey, p. 2). Ambition takes on the form spoken of by James in James 2:16: “for where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.” 
     
Some are afraid of being ambitious because of the relationship between pride and selfish ambition. The thought is “ it is so easy to be ambitious in the wrong way therefore it is better to not be ambitious at all” as if not being ambitious is the equivalent of being humble. Dave Harvey in his book “Rescuing Ambition” quotes G. K. Chesterton who was concerned about how people were “humble in the wrong way”:

The old humility was a spur that prevented a man from stopping; not a nail in his 
boot that prevented him from going on. For the old humility made a man doubtful 
about his efforts, which might make him work harder. The new humility makes a man doubtful about his aims, which will make him stop working altogether. 


The modernistic time period was characterized by ambition, goal setting, and conquest. The post-modern time period is quite different. In the post-modern world, there is no acceptance of objective truth.  There is a distrust of anyone who says “this is the way it is” or “this is the only truth.” The end result is that post-modernism “hijacks dreams, softens motivation, and renders us indifferent” (Harvey, “Ambition in the post-modern world). When objective truth is attacked then the very ground necessary for ambition becomes unstable. In order to have ambition and aspirations you need to have a foundation and meaning….if there is no foundation and no ultimate meaning then ambition dries up. If there is no bigger story….no bigger narrative….no ultimate truth then you are simply left with your own little world and what you define as important. What ultimately is lost is “vigorous commitment to living for the glory of God”. D. A Carson reminds us that we must remember, as Christians, that we live in a post-modern world but also in an eternal kingdom. True ambition is possible because of that membership in an eternal kingdom of God. 

Listen to what John Stott has said about ambition:

Ambition for self may be quite modest……Ambitions for God, however, if they

 are to be worthy, can never be modest. There is something inherently inappropriate about cherishing small ambitions for God. How can we ever be content that God

 acquire just a little more honor in the world? No. Once we are clear that God is 

King, then we long to see him crowned with glory and honor and given his true 

place which is the supreme place. We become ambitious for the spread of his 
kingdom and righteousness everywhere. 

     What happens when we are afraid of ambition and risk taking?

*people stop dreaming and aspiring to attempt great things for God

*Concerns about safety and protection become a way of life

*we are concerned more with “managing life” rather than living it to the fullest

*We are more interested in “settling for the way it is “ rather than becoming something better
Paul had holy, God-glorifying ambition (Romans 15:19-20) when he longed to take the gospel to places where Christ was not yet known. What are the marks of holy ambition and risk taking?

1. Aim of ambition is for others to understand the gospel more clearly through our lives

2. Fruitful work for the good of others and the extension of Christ’s kingdom

3. Desire to live with integrity according to our God-given gifts and talents. 

4. Desire to provide good leadership and model maturity for others. 

5. Desire for others to see the transformative power of the gospel and the ability to walk by faith. 

I love the way that Dave Harvey summarized his chapter on “Rescuing Ambition for the workplace”


We need an ambition that won’t rest until more businesses are started, more

Leader trained, more problems solved, more marriages helped, more art created,

 more people reached with the gospel, more churches planted, more disciples 

made, an ambition that lives happy today but wants more FOR God and FROM God tomorrow, 
FOR DISCUSSION
1. Would you say you are more ambitious and willing to take risks today than 5-10 year ago or not?  If so, why? If not, why not?

2. As a church, there should be an ever increasing hunger and ambition to see Christ known and treasured in places locally and internationally where He is not yet known. There should be an ambitious drive to see the local community of Oostburg and the surrounding area transformed by the gospel message where people grow to live by different kingdom priorities. What are some things that help promote this godly ambition at Bethel church?  What are some things that defeat ambition and cause people to just sit back and passively stop dreaming?

3. As you pray and spend time in the Word of God, what might be one thing God is calling you to do OR one way God is calling you to change as a person that would involve risk and would require ambitious effort in order to see change happen?

4. What are some attributes of God that help you grow in ambition?  What are some things that you see in the church that encourage you to take risks, be generous, and be ambitious for the exaltation of Christ’s name?
